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theless hard to disprove, and for some years the story had
wide circulation.
It is an interesting fact that Cleveland should have aroused
such ferocious hatred merely by his stubborn efforts to
impose honesty on the National Government. An example
of the sort of thing that made him hated is the following;
In i8865 he began, with his customary diligence, to read
some of the pension bills, for Civil War veterans, that
were sent him by Congress. It was customary to pass these
bills (each referring to special cases) by the dozen, and no
President had previously been so indiscreet as to look at
them before signing. Cleveland found that pensions were
being awarded to certain men who had never been in the
army at all, to other men who had deserted from the army,
and to still others who had been injured many years after
the end of the war. Naturally, he vetoed the bills, an act
which caused bitterness in Congress, where the feeling
appeared to be that if a man couldn't award Civil War
pensions to his more exigent constituents it was hardly
worth being a politician.
There had been a rumour in the land that the Democratic
Party believed in lowering the tariff, and although Cleve-
land was by no means a free-trader he did feel that something
might be done in this direction, especially since the present
tariff was bringing in a large surplus revenue, which had
much the same effect on Congress that the high odour of a
carcass has upon birds of prey. The attempt to lower the
tariff failed; but it created an issue for the campaign of
1888. It was not much of an issue, since all it amounted to
was that some of the Democrats wanted to lower the tariff
a little bit. Still, it was an improvement on the problem
of Mr. Cleveland's babies.
The Republicans nominated Benjamin Harrison, the
grandson of the famous hero of Tippecanoe, and, with the
Kelp ^of Sir Lionel Sackville-West, the British Minister,
Harrison was elected. Toward the close of the campaign,
Sir Lionel had received a letter from a man called Mur-
cMsoii, who said he was an ex-Britisher and who craved
Sir Lionel's advice as to how to vote in the best interests of
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